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                                                             July 17, 2006

Local 562 Safety Update

FROM EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER JOSEPH URSO

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Local 562;

Back in January 2006, I became the safety officer for Local 562.  Since then I have attended many safety meetings.  This keeps me updated on all safety issues here at JFK and all other stations.

The Fall Protection Program was put into place this year.  It has changed from its original set of rules last year.  This program was put in place to protect you.  Please adhere to it for your own safety.  Many falls between 8 & 12 ft in height are fatal.

Bird droppings in hanger 10 have become an issue.  American Airlines (A.A.) & T.W.U. are working together to resolve this issue.  The plan is to remove bird nests and install nets.  We should see some activity on this issue soon.

Hanger 10 parking lot lighting conditions have been an issue.  Several people have been run down in the lot.  The facilities department has added lights to the lot since then.  Always stay alert while walking in any parking lot.

Helicopter service started in March at JFK.The landing pad area is located at Gate 43.  Rotor down wash can be dangerous.

To keep personnel aware when a helicopter is approaching, there is a solar powered red beacon light located at the southeast corner of the landing pad area.  When this light is blinking, either a helicopter is on the way in or out of the landing area at Gate 43.

There was a smoking law change as of 1/1/06.  There is no smoking allowed in any building.  Fines can be implemented.

Lightning storms on the ramp can be deadly.  In the past, we relied on our crew chiefs to let us know when the ramp was closed.  Not all of us can carry a radio to be notified.  All departments have asked for a universal way without radios to be notified that the ramp is closed.  There was a blue beacon light installed on the new operations tower.  When this light is on, the ramp is closed.  We all know the blue light cannot be seen from all locations on the ramp.  At the last APC meeting I attended, Facilities Maintenance has plans to install eight blue beacon lights.  The lights will be visible from all working gates.

American Airlines hired Dupont Corp back in 2004.  The Dupont Corp works together with A.A. on Special Safety programs.  The goal is to reduce safety related injuries & aircraft damages.  All department heads meet monthly and discuss ways to improve on safety.  Some progress has been made since Dupont has worked with AA.

No one person can make everything and everybody safe.  It takes everyone to be safety conscious all the time.  Just remember safety is everybody’s responsibility.
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