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Wednesday, March 03, 2004
Membership Update
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

The TWU recently held their annual COPE Conference in Washington D.C., March 1 thru 3. President Nicholas Massi, Vice President John Mazza and Acting Recording Secretary/ Local COPE Director Mark Hnat attended on behalf of the local.  For those of you who are not familiar with COPE it stands for the Committee On Political Education, the International uses COPE dollars to contribute to various political candidates campaigns, and to lobby for causes that they feel benefit the labor movement. 
On Monday the 1st after the welcoming remarks, Legislative Reports were given for each Division, Transit, Railroad, and Aviation by the respective legal council. Peggy Olstein-Wiedman gave the COPE Report. Guest Speakers included John Sweeney President , National AFL-CIO, Ed Wytkind President, AFL-CIO T.T.D, Warren George, President Amalgamated Transit Union, David Brock, Author, Blinded by the Right. 

During the afternoon session we attended various workshops, Nick Massi attended, “ Talking to members about the Presidential Election in  Friendly Settings”,  Mark Hnat attended  “On talking in a Hostile Setting”, and John Mazza attended “Assisting Union Members who are interested in running for Public Office”.
On Tuesday the 2nd there were guest speakers, Karen Ackerman, AFL-CIO Political Director, Samuel Whitehorn, Minority Senior Counsel, Senate Commerce Committee, Rep. John Lewis (D-GA), Rep. Linda Sanchez (D-CA). During lunch Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) was a guest speaker.

After Lunch John Mazza and Mark Hnat visited the offices of several members of Congress, some of those were Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY 14th), Senator Frank R. Lautenberg (D-NJ), Senator Jon S. Corzine (D- NJ), and Rep. Christopher H. Smith (R – NJ 4th). Due to the fact that the Senate was in session and that the House was not due for a vote until 6:30 that evening we were only able to speak with their Political Aides.

Some of the Topics that were discussed are.
1. Foreign Repair Stations.

2. Outsourcing of jobs to Central and South America.
3. Cabotage.
4. T.S.A. and the inconsistent application of rules by the various Airport Authorities.
5. The Deferment of Payment to Pensions 

6. Allowing Companies to convert Defined Benefit Plans to Cash Balance plans while maintaining lucrative bonuses and pensions for themselves.

7. Flight Attendants Certification.

On Tuesday Evening there was a reception for all attendees. After the reception John Mazza attended a Rally for Sen. John Kerry at the Old Post Office Mall. The rally was a celebration of Sen. Kerry’ sweep of all the primaries on Super Tuesday.
On Wednesday the 3rd  there were several Speakers  Rep. Stephanie Tubbs-Jones ( D-OH ), Rep. Martin Frost ( D- TX ), Sen. Patty Murray ( D-WA ), Rep. Stephen Lynch ( D- MA), Rep. Sherrod Brown ( D- OH ), Rep. Neil Abercrombie ( D- HI ), Sen. Arlen Specter ( R- PA ), and Sen. Joseph Biden ( D- DE).

The resounding message delivered through out the conference, by all of the Guest Speakers and the TWU International themselves, was the importance of labor mobilizing their resources and getting behind the candidates that support our causes.  All members getting out and voting, and encouraging all family members to vote. The over riding message that was repeated again and again was the need to make sure that President Bush does not return to the White House for a second  term and the magnitude of damage that Labor has incurred under his Administration.
This Local feels that each member has the right to vote for the candidate of their choosing, and that decision is their alone, we do feel that each and every one of you have the responsibility to get out and vote. Make you voice heard and participate in the election process; apathy is a working mans enemy.

We have brought back literature that we will attempt to distribute to the membership and have several new links to add to the Locals Web page.

Fraternally;

John J. Mazza

Vice President
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