Veterans Committee Report

The Veterans Committee has been very busy the last few months. We’ve been working with American Airlines communication department to try and streamline the procedure for our members when they are activated and deployed. The American Airlines communications department are in the process of making access through jetnet for our members more user friendly. We have come a long way but now we believe to be on the “home stretch”. When a union brother or sister is deployed, they should be able to notify all parties within their work group through jetnet. We’re still working to try and have American Eagle’s policy mirror ours.
 We had an Election this past November.  Mr. Hank Truillo from Mia is the new Chairman, Mr. Robert Valesques from DFW is our new Vice Chairman and Mr. Peter Meyer from JFK is our new recording secretary. 
During our September meeting, the committee voted to support The Oklahoma Air National Guard in their endeavors of generating monies to purchase 32 high tech sniper bags. These bags are needed to protect the sniper’s rifle, his spotter’s binoculars and their laptop. In the coming months, 32 snipers and 32 spotters will be deploying to the war zone and with this equipment, perhaps they will be able to save some of our troops. I’m happy to report through our collective efforts, we’ve raised over $8000.00 for the purchase of this equipment.
Our committeemen based in Tul. are in talks with American Airlines trying to find a way where employees can donate some of their travel passes to active duty personnel, wounded warriors and their families. They are still in the early stages but we all hope it will work out. The number of passes we are asking to be able to donate to a general pool will be two passes per employee. Keep in mind that this is still in the planning stage and might not become available. 
A few committeemen were invited to American Airlines  “Tribute to the Troops” Gala held in Alliance. It was truly a grand event where American Airlines, Veterans Initiatives, V.M.E.R.G. and the Ft. Worth Air Power Council host an untold amount of active duty personnel for a black tie dinner and show in Alliance’s maintenance hangar. It was truly a memorial event.
   We were also invited to accompany and assist 100 wounded Warriors to Las Vegas for four days where the Venetian hotel and casino treated the wounded warriors like they were high rollers. For me, it was a reunion of sorts because I had the opportunity to see some guys I spent time with here in N.Y. this past July. I met some new friends as well. One soldier with severe p.t.s.d. and neurological disorders due to surviving an IED in Iraq was the most unsociable, angry with the world, “I don’t need anybody” type of guy……WELL, after the long flight to ‘Vegas.., him, his wife and I were best friends! Before he deplaned, I turned to him and said, Dude, you’re not anything like the guy you described yourself to be.  We haven’t stopped talking this whole flight AND you’ve been smiling since about a half hour after takeoff! His wife agreed and he was smiling every time I saw him during the four days we were in Vegas. The stories can go on forever but I’ll sum it up by saying we had a positive impact on these kids and their recoveries. 
 Or committee’s next endeavor will be to raise funds for a soldier named Joel Taverna, originally from Yonkers N.Y. he is now residing in Tampa FLA.  It has been said that Joel is the second most severely injured troop to come home from Iraq.  The Committee based in FLA. Are gearing up for a softball tournament with some major league baseball players wanting to participate, The Miami Fire Dept. and Police Dept. are eager to participate as well. We also have  “air Time” on AM radio on the west coast scheduled. We believe this airtime will generate a lot of donations because the west coast is where Joel is having his house built.  You can view Joel’s story by logging on to www.buildinghomesforheroes.org   I’m sure it will be as great a success as everything else the TWUATDVC has accomplished.
  Bringing it closer to home for our members, we would like to ask all the section chairmen for a list of their brothers and sisters serving in the reserves, guard, and active duty personnel. Due to privacy concerns, the company cannot give us the details. The committee would like to check on our members families and see if we, as a brotherhood can assist them in any way they might need. Certainly, getting a Govt. check is a hardship in itself and as you know, Our A.A. salary is hard enough to make ends meet. They might be too proud to ask but we are prouder than ever to help.
          In closing, The TWUATDVC are “Veterans helping Veterans”  “No matter what”.
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